English 573.02

Rhetorical Theory and Analysis of Social Action

Professor Kay Halasek

Spring 2003 




E-mail: halasek.1@osu.edu

MW 930-1118 a



Office:  Denney 363 (2-2468)

Denney 206




Office Hours:
Tuesdays 9-1 and by appt.

I'm tired of people who don't do any harm. I'm tired of soft, weak, passive people who can't DO anything or MAKE anything.  Except babies.

Doc Sarvis, The Monkey Wrench Gang
Course Description

Doc Sarvis’ invective (which serves as a banner quotation on the EarthFirst! website) might well articulate the position of those citizens actively involved in collective social movements, political protest and social activism:  Far too many people in our nation are disengaged with their communities and the issues relevant to those communities.  This course engages students in examining (through various methods of rhetorical analysis) contemporary social movements, including ecological, disability, animal rights, pro-choice, AIDs, the Christian Right, Anticult and Anti-Satanism, Operation Rescue, farmworker rights, and civil rights. Although politics is an inherent part of each of these (and all) social movements, the focus in this course will not be on debating the issues but on analyzing the rhetorical means through which social movements cast their causes, argue their cases, and persuade their audiences. 

Required Texts

Contemporary Rhetorical Theory:  A Reader, John Louis Lucaites, Celeste Michelle Condit, and Sally Caudill, eds.  (1999)

The Monkey Wrench Gang.  Edward Abbey (reprint, 2000)

Stories of Change:  Narrative and Social Movements,  Joseph Davis, ed. (2002)

Waves of Protest:  Social Movements Since the Sixties,  Jo Freeman and Victoria Johnson, eds. (1999) 

Course Requirements

Students will complete (1) several short analyses of materials (e.g., pamphlets, websites, advertisements, policy statements, speeches) using a variety of rhetorical analytic methods, (2) a midterm exam, a (3) final project in which they research and construct an extensive rhetorical analysis of a social movement, and a (4) final exam.  Grades for the course will be determined as follows:

Short Analyses
20%

Midterm Exam
20%

Final Project

40%

Final Exam

20%

English 573.02

Course Syllabus

date

Reading Assignments

Topics/Activities

March 31





Course Introduction



April 2

 CRT
 1-23, 52-78, 609-613

Defining Rhetoric


April 7

CRT 79-100, 127-139, 464-473
Rhetoric and Epistemology

April 9

CRT 213-231, 247-264

Rhetoric in Context

April 14
CRT 327-356, 494-511

Neo-Aristotelian Analysis

April 16
CRT 381-410, 475-493

Pentadic Analysis

April 21
CRT 411-424



Cluster Criticism

April23
WOP
 1-24, 84-97, 220-240

Structures of Social Activism

April28
WOP 241-299



Strategies and Tactics

April 30
CRT 265-305



Narrative Theory

May 5

SOC
 53-75



Narratives as Control


May 7






Mid-term Examination
May 12
SOC 203-245



The Rhetoric of Narrative


May 14
SOC 3-29, 149-202


Stories as Persuasive Discourse
May 19
WOP 99-150



Pro-Choice and AIDS Activism

May 21
WOP 169-194; 


Sexuality, Self, and Self-Help

SOC 79-122





May 28
WOP 153-167, 195-218; 

Religious Activism

SOC 123-148







June 2

WOP 302-363



Social Movements in Decline






June 4






Course Evaluation/Conclusion








Final Project Due

June 11





Final Examination (9:30a) 
� Please note that short analysis assignments do not appear on the syllabus. These will be assigned and distributed periodically during the term.  


� CRT refers to Contemporary Rhetorical Theory (Lucaites, Condit, and Caudill).


� WOP refers to Waves of Protest (Freeman and Johnson).


� SOC refers to Stories of Change (Davis).





